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Relevant Statutes, Regs, and Policies

 Respondents have a statutory right to present their own evidence and examine the government's evidence. 
INA 240(b)(4)(B).

 Credible testimony may be enough evidence on its own, but the IJ may require corroboration; credible testimony 
will be weighed along with other evidence of record. INA 240(c)(4)(B).

 The respondent has the burden of proof for asylum. 8 C.F.R. 1208.13(a).

 An applicant for asylum does not need to provide evidence that he or she would be individually singled out for 
persecution if there is a pattern or practice of persecution of persons similarly situated. 8 C.F.R. 1208.13(b)(2)(iii).

 An IJ may sua sponte consider and submit any other credible and probative evidence, including US 
government reports, foreign government sources, and nongovernmental sources. 8 C.F.R. 1208.12(a).

 EOIR PM 3.3(e)(2): Guidelines for marking and identifying published sources

 EOIR PM 3.3(e)(4): Highlighting and flagging pertinent portions of secondary source material

 EOIR PM 3.3(c)(3): Table of contents, page numbers

 EOIR PM 3.3(c)(4): Exhibit Tabs

 EOIR PM App'x I: Citation Format

 EOIR PM App'x N: Sample Table of Contents




Country Conditions Overview

 Evidence of pattern or practice of human rights abuses, 
persecution, and torture

 History or context of conflict, animosity, etc.

 Background on specific ethnic group, religious sect, PSG, etc.

 Anecdotes of persecution of similarly situated people

 Any other evidence that supports claim

 US Government positions toward country




Sources of Country Conditions Evidence

 US Government Sources
 US State Department Human Rights Report
 US State Department Religious Freedom Report
 Congressional Research Service

 Foreign Governments
 UK Home Office
 Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada
 LandInfo (Norway)

 United Nations
 UN High Commissioner on Refugees
 UN Human Rights Council
 UN Committee Against Torture
 Other specialized committees
 Special Rapporteur Reports
 Shadow Reports & Submissions

 NGOs
 Human Rights Watch
 Amnesty International
 Freedom House
 Minority Rights Group
 Local human rights commissions
 International thematic orgs
 Diaspora groups

 IGOs and Courts
 World Health Organization
 International Criminal Court
 European Court of Human Rights
 Inter-American Court of Human Rights
 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

 RefWorld

 Media Reports
 Mainstream national media (NY Times, Wash Post, NPR, AP)
 Mainstream international media (BBC, France 24, Al Jazeera)
 US-aligned media (Voice of America)
 US media in diaspora communities (e.g. Star Tribune re Somalia)
 Local English-language news
 Local translated news
 Independent media
 News stories about UN or US actions related to the country

 Academic Research
 Peer-reviewed journal articles
 Book excerpts
 Expert Reports




Country Conditions Index

 Annotated Index

 Citations

 Pagination

 Most pertinent quotations

 Separate country conditions 
packets for multiple claims?

 Organizing by type of source 
and/or thematically




Sample Country Conditions




Sample Country Conditions (Cont.)




Wrangling Technology

 Country Conditions Index

 Samples

 Preset styles and tab 
leaders

 Assembly for e-filing

 Country Conditions 
Documents

 Saving as PDFs

 Highlighting

 Page Numbers (Bates 
Stamping)




Challenging the Government's Country 

Conditions Evidence

 Is it relevant to the claim?

 Is the source reliable or credible?

 Is the evidence more helpful to you or the government?

 Does the evidence say what the government claims it does?




Sample Government Filing

Not relevant to the claim --->

Unreliable news source --->

Misleading --->




Sample Government Filing (cont.)



 Resources

 EOIR Country Conditions Archive: https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country-conditions-research

 UNHCR RefWorld: https://www.refworld.org/

 UC Hastings Center for Gender & Refugee Studies: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/

 Immigration Advocates Network: https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country-conditions-research
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